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Charles Young was born in a log cabin in Mayslick (Macon County), Kentucky on 12 March 1864. He was the son 
of two former slaves. As a young child his parents decided to move from Kentucky to Ripley, Ohio, a short 
distance across the Ohio River. He received his early education in the public schools of Ripley and graduated 
from the Colored High School in Ripley in 1880. Following graduation, he taught school in the Colored High 
School of Ripley and, at the same time, he prepared to enter a Jesuit College. However, while engaged in 
teaching, he had the opportunity to enter a competitive examination for  appointment as a cadet to the United 
States Military Academy. He won the appointment . Upon graduation, Second Lieutenant Young was assigned to 
the 9th Cavalry Regiment. Except for a short period of assignment to the 7th United States Cavalry Regiment, his 
subsequent field services were with the 9th  and 10th United States Cavalry Regiments and the 25th United 
States Infantry Regiment. Reasons for his assignment to the 7th Cavalry Regiment, a white outfit, have not been 
found. Following five years of troop duty on the western frontier in Montana, Utah and Nebraska, in 1894, 
Second Lieutenant Young was appointed Professor of Military Science and Tactics at Wilberforce University in 
Ohio. In the summer of 1903, Captain Young held the position of Acting Superintendent of Sequoia National 
Park in California. His troops of the 9th Cavalry enforced the rules and regulations of the Department of the 
Interior, protected and secured the park and wildlife from harm, and built and maintained roads. He hosted 
official visitors to the park and concluded this assignment with a giant outdoor feast for the summer road-
building crews and special guests. The Board of Trade in Visalia, California passed a resolution extending a vote 
of thanks to Captain Young for his outstanding services. Another significant event occurred in 1903. At 39 years 
of age, Captain Young married his sweetheart Ada Mills of Xenia, Ohio. They had two children, Charles Noel, 
born in 1906 and Marie, born in 1909. Whenever he was assigned troop duty, he left his family at home in Ohio. 
He chose not to subject his family to the rigid and discriminatory social structure of the United States Army. In 
1904, Captain Young became the first black military attache' in the history of the United States. On 8 January 
1922, while on an inspection tour to Nigeria, Colonel Young died of Nephritis (medical term for acute 
inflammation of the kidney) at Grey's Hospital in Lagos. He was buried on foreign soil in Lagos by British 
military personnel with full military honors. At the request of his widow and the Black press, Young's remains 
were returned to the United States more than a year later. On 17 may 1923, the Colonel Charles Young Post 398 of 
the American Legion in New York held services in his honor in the great hall of the City College of New York. 
Among the speakers were Assistant Secretary of the Navy Franklin D. Roosevelt (who later became the 32nd 
President of the United States), Joel E. Spingarn, Chairman of the Board of the NAACP and W.E.B. Du Bois, 
Assistant Secretary Roosevelt stated that “no man ever more truly deserved the high repute in which he was 
held, for by sheer force of character, he overcame prejudices which would have discouraged many a lesser man.” 
On 1 June 1923, Colonel Young's remains were brought to Washington, DC. Funeral services were attended by 
representatives of the United States Army, the Grand Army of the Republic, United Spanish War Veterans, the 
Army and Navy Unions, the American Legion, unaffiliated veterans of World War I, and prominent civilians, 
white and black. A military cortège escorted his remains to his final resting place in Arlington National 
Cemetery.                         ABOVE EXCERPTS ARE CREDITED TO  The Reference Librarian at the United States Military Academy 



“Service Before Self” 
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